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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE HERITAGE PARK SOCIETY

HERITAGE PARK is a unique place where visitors are immersed in 

the settlement of the west and learn of the perseverance of the pioneers 

who arrived here so many years ago.

In the years to come, we will look back and celebrate how the Park 

survived through 2018, 2019, and especially 2020. We will appreciate 

the persistence and dedication of our staff, leaders, boards, supporters, 

and loyal donors.

2019 was another challenging year. There was success in relaunching 

the Moyie. Attendance increased from 2018 levels. However, a weak economy and construction 

right outside the Park entrance impacted results. The management team worked to maintain tight 

controls, and to market the Park to attract new guests.

In December, we said goodbye to our long-time CEO and celebrated Alida Visbach’s significant 

contributions. Since Alida’s retirement, the senior management team has managed the affairs of 

the Park with oversight from the Society Board. The search for a new CEO is well underway; however, 

it has not concluded because of COVID-19.

Due to the pandemic, Heritage Park closed to the public on March 16, 2020. With much uncertainty 

surrounding how long this crisis will last, the complete impact to the Park is not known at this time. 

The history of the west is rife with stories of resilience in the face of adversity. I am confident that 

we will weather this storm in true pioneer fashion and emerge stronger as a result.

I extend thanks to our management team for guiding the Park through these difficult and trying 

times. Thank you to our boards for your knowledge and expertise as the various challenges have 

been overcome. Most especially, thank you to our many donors and supporters who demonstrate 

understanding of our struggles, and prove generously loyal to this wonderful institution.

Heritage Park is grateful for the support of so many special individuals. We look forward to educating 

and entertaining visitors from around the world for many years to come.

David Rodych				  
Chair					   
HERITAGE PARK SOCIETY		
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE HERITAGE PARK FOUNDATION

IN  2019 ,  the Park and the City faced continued economic and 

societal challenges that restricted Park attendance and contributions. 

The Heritage Park Foundation was forced to confront difficulties in its 

fundraising efforts along with other community programs and projects 

that seek our members’ and donors’ scarce charitable dollars. 

Despite these pressures, the enduring support of our donors continues, 

and the Foundation gratefully received more than $535K from 

donations, grants, sponsorships, ticket sales, and event revenues—a 

20% increase from the prior year. The annual Shindig is a source of pride for the Foundation, and 

in 2019 it brought great participation as well as tremendous contributions, resulting in an 86% 

increase in net results over 2018’s event. The investment saw an increase of 14% of its market 

value as at the end of 2019 compared to the end of 2018; the value of the portfolio now nearing 

$8.3 million, a result of The Foundation’s prudent investment strategy and strong 2019 market 

performance. Unfortunately, 2020 is proving to be the most challenging year in recent history due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in changes in the Foundation’s portfolio.

The Foundation relies on a strong board of trustees to ensure that the endowment funds are used to 

further the objects of Heritage Park and that investments are managed prudently. 2019 witnessed 

the departure of loyal volunteers who generously donated their time to guide the Foundation. In 

saying goodbye to them we also welcome new trustees who will advance the Foundation’s success 

and safeguard its legacy.

We remain grateful to Alida Visbach, whose strong hand and excellent leadership over the past 14 

years transformed Heritage Park, and guided its success. 

Park management, staff, and volunteers demonstrate exceptional dedication and resiliency. Thanks 

to all who serve the Foundation and Heritage Park, for their engagement and dedication. You are 

part of a community that cares and for that we thank you! We are much obliged for your continued 

support.

Lorne O’Reilly
Chair
THE HERITAGE PARK FOUNDATION
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IN  2009 ,  HERITAGE PARK DOUBLED IN  S IZE  and went from a seasonal attraction to a year-

round accredited museum, shopping, and dining destination. 2019 marked the 10th anniversary 

of the completion of the “It’s About Time” capital campaign and grand opening of the expansion 

including Gasoline Alley, Haskayne Mercantile Block, Selkirk Grille, 

and Railway Café and Orientation Centre. On April 6, we opened 

the museum to the public for free, had special entertainment and 

a celebratory cake. Heritage Town Square was bustling with old-

fashioned family games, and Gasoline Alley Museum was packed 

with more than 2,500 visitors, dignitaries, and supporters of the 

Park who joined the party. 

We celebrated car culture, and welcomed the Nifty Fifty’s Ford 

Club for their annual Spring Show and Shine, taking place at the 

Park for the first time. Our parking lots have never looked cooler! 

2019 was also the 10th anniversary of the Montefiore Institute, or 

as it is affectionately called, the Little Synagogue on the Prairie.

We

CELEBRATE
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We

SAIL  AGAIN
AFTER HAVING TO  dry dock the S.S. Moyie the previous year, we dedicated our summer advertising 

campaign to its return and held a special re-launch party for lucky annual pass holders. Not only was 

the ship back in the water, it was in ship-shape! The 54-year-old vessel underwent its first massive 

overhaul which included re-sheeting the hull and replacing structural members, straightening the 

rub rails, repairing the forepeak water tank and installing new taffrails, millwork replacements 

and wiring upgrades. The Moyie also received a facelift 

which included new flooring, brand new carpeting in 

the saloon, shiny brass hardware, mahogany handrails, 

and a fresh coat of bright red paint. 

SS Moyie Crew all ship shape and ready to sail!



6  HERITAGE PARK HISTORICAL VILLAGE  2019 ANNUAL REPORT

THROUGH THE  WONDERFUL  SUPPORT  OF  OUR DONORS,  Heritage 

Park creates enriching and engaging experiences for visitors of all ages. 

2019 saw many highlights in fundraising. Supporters of our annual events 

helped ensure many programs were successful including: the popular 

Street Theatre Program; the costume department that coordinates more 

than 16,000 pieces each year; youth and education programs that reached 

almost 65,000 children in 2019; Indigenous Day, Canada Day, and Heritage 

Day celebrations; not to mention our beloved Once Upon A Christmas. These 

programs, along with many others, are supported by philanthropy. Without 

our loyal donors, we would not be Heritage Park.

One of our most visited buildings, the Montefiore Institute, celebrated 10 years in the Park this 

past summer. Transport and installation of this wonderful original building was made possible by 

donors, and they continue to support it to this day.

We

FUNDRAISE

The design of the 
Prince House gazebo 

was based on a 
partial photograph 
of a gazebo found 
in a Virginia Slims 

cigarette ad.  
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G O I N G  B A C K G IVES  B A C K

We launched a new charity campaign designed to bring awareness of 

Heritage Park’s charity status. “Going Back Gives Back” reminds 

guests that every visit, purchase, and donation to the Park helps 

keep history alive for generations to come. Upgrading an annual 

pass to become a member of the Heritage Club or adopting an 

exhibit turns guests into donors, brings them into the fold of Heritage 

Park, and helps us even more.

TH AT’ S  A  WRA P!

The Grand Finale of the Hays Breakfast took place on July 7 after an incredible 69 years of Stampede 

royalty, political hobnobbin’, sausage chompin’, Sillabubin’ and fundraisin’ for Heritage Park. 

Thank you to one and all who made this event so beloved and memorable. Special thanks to Dan 

and Kathy Hays, for sharing this tradition with us and almost 3,000 of our closest friends. Hats off 

to both the Hays family and the Rob Peters family for many years of generous support along with 

our other great community sponsors. We bid this event, yahoo!

Dan and Kathy Hays STANDING L TO R: David Chalack, Don Chalack of  
Wendon Holsteins, Alida Visbach, Ruth Peters, Rob Peters, 

Kathy Hays, Dan Hays  KNEELING: Brennan Peters

https://www.heritagepark.ca/donate/going-back-gives-back
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31 ST A N N U A L S EPTEMB ER S H I N D I G

With the weather blessing us, Shindig was a glorious celebration of cowboy culture and of the 

pioneer spirit that built the west. The evening started down in the dirt, with a bull-stomping, 

chuckwagon-racing, clown-jumping rodeo. Our exiting President and CEO, Alida Visbach, was taken 

by surprise, and into custody! She 

was wrangled into a gunfight and 

had to beg for her life on the way to 

dinner. In addition to our traditional 

raffles and auctions, we held a cash 

call for our youth and education 

programs, and raised an additional 

$28K. With more than 400 people 

in attendance, it was a beautiful 

evening that raised $287K.

C H RI STMA S  I N  A LB ERTA 
B REA KS  A  REC O RD

Our final fundraising event of 

the year is a throw-back to more 

traditional times—a beautiful, 

festive Christmas party in 

partnership with Rosebud Theatre, 

presented by Dick and Lois Haskayne 

and other wonderful sponsors. More 

than 360 attendees joined us for a 

traditional Christmas dinner, fabulous entertainment from Rosebud Theatre, along with auctions 

and raffles. This event raised $67K for each charity—a new record!

Early settlers were dismayed that there weren’t enough large 
trees to make a log cabin. Undaunted, they turned to the only 

building material abundant on the bald prairie—sod. Estimates 
are that 1 million sod houses were sold on the prairies of  

North America between 1900 and 1910.

PHOTO: Phil Barnett
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We

EDUCATE
HERITAGE PARK’S  LEARNING PROGRAMS  have long been a field trip of choice for many 

Calgary and Southern Alberta schools. In 2019, our programs reached more than 64,000 youth, a 

6% increase over 2018. Over 30,000 of those visits occurred in May and June when students enjoyed 

an immersive and in-depth “living history” experience and interacted with our knowledgeable 

interpreters. Last year, 3,600 Grade 7 students participated in “Plains, Trains and Immigrants”—a 

popular program where they take on the persona of a prairie 

immigrant and complete a series of challenges to determine 

the level of their success in this vast new land. Depending 

on the character assigned, they may face discrimination, 

the hardships of starting a prairie homestead or the good 

fortune of a successful crop.
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From September to April, the Park offers a wide array of hands-on programs geared to the Alberta 

school curriculum for kindergarten to junior high. We presented 924 programs — that equates to 

61,020 contact hours of learning. 

Our most recent addition to the summer camp lineup is STEAM Science Camp, for ages nine 

to twelve. The name “STEAM” is a nod to our antique steam-powered locomotives and paddle 

wheeler. Of course, the camp is also full of STEAM-based programming, incorporating Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Art and Math, 

but with a historic twist. Kids learn about 

horsepower with real draft horses, about 

electricity by building their own light 

bulb, about communication by building a 

telegraph. Even math is incorporated in 

fun ways with practical problems to solve. 

Education is one of Heritage Park’s core 

mandates and we are grateful for the 

generous support of our sponsors to ensure 

that our programs remain engaging and 

accessible for all. 

DISCOVER THE LESSONS OF HISTORY AT ANY AGE!

https://www.heritagepark.ca/education-programs
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WE NEARED COMPLETION OF  PHASE ONE  of the Natural Resources project, preserving and 

restoring artifacts and exhibits in the Park’s existing Natural Resources Area. We completed careful 

restoration of two historic cabins that have been resident at Heritage Park since 1964—the Fear 

cabin, circa 1885, and the Prendergast cabin, built in 1931. The former will be repurposed as the 

Elbow Valley Coal Office, and the latter a Park Warden’s cabin. Each will allow us to expand our 

physical representation and interpretation of resource management and stewardship. The Park’s 

1965 replica of the Dingman #1 Discovery Well was completely rebuilt and will offer improved 

accessibility and interpretation of early oil and gas exploration in Alberta. The coal mine tunnel, 

inaccessible to the public since 1994, has been expanded to offer an immersive walk-through 

experience and several pieces of equipment including coal cars and other rolling stock have been 

restored. A replica of the overshot water wheel will be the final addition and there will be an 

opportunity for visitors to try panning for gold. 

We

PRESERVE AND RESTORE

The restoration team uncovered 
newspapers in the rafters of the 
Warden’s Cabin, including these 
pages from the Calgary Herald 
(October 3, 1931). Likely placed 
to seal some drafty spots, these 
fragments help to confirm the 

period of construction.

Bert Prendergast Cabin, built in 
1931 near Canmore. 

WHITE MUSEUM ARCHIVES #NA-66-132
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The store fronts of the shops along Front Street were restored and the old single pane windows were 

replaced, allowing us to address concerns with leaking and the accumulation of condensation. 

These repairs will help to protect the artifacts and retail items in the window displays and have 

helped to spruce up the look of the streetscape. 

At the Bissett Wetlands, a new dock was installed to allow an additional point of access to the lower 

pond which will further enhance the experience for students participating in our science-based 

programs.

Among many other projects completed in 2019, the Cottage Hospital, Synagogue, and Livery Stable 

all got new roofs, and we refurbished the garden washrooms and the Dangler Swings. 

In the graveyard next to St. Martin’s Church, the grave markers 
of Sam Livingston and four men associated with the Mounted 

Police are original. However, there are no human remains 
interred at Heritage Park.
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IN  AUGUST  2019 ,  the Honourable Kent Hehr, Member of Parliament for Calgary Centre, on behalf 

of the Honourable François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Infrastructure and Communities, 

alongside the Honourable Prasad Panda, Minister of Infrastructure for Alberta, announced funding 

for the design and construction of a natural resources interpretive centre at Heritage Park. The new 

facility will house interactive exhibits that teach the history of natural resource development in 

Western Canada, particularly in the oil, coal, and gold mining industries. 

In addition to documenting the past, the centre will also peer into the future and highlight Canada’s 

role as a leader in the advancement of green technologies. The 418 square metre facility will 

feature clean technologies, such as solar power, for demonstration and education purposes. The 

Government of Canada is contributing 40% of the cost of the building through the Community, 

Culture and Recreation Infrastructure Stream of the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program. 

The remaining funds for the project are being provided by the Province of Alberta, and private and 

corporate donors.

We

LOOK FORWARD
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AFTER 14  YEARS AT  THE  HELM,  Heritage Park’s President and CEO, Alida Visbach, stepped 

down from her role and into retirement in December, 2019. Alida blazed a daring new trail for 

the Park, leading us through the 2009 expansion. This colossal undertaking brought us Gasoline 

Alley Museum, Haskayne Mercantile Block, Selkirk Grille, Railway Café and Orientation Centre, and 

a new, and decidedly flatter, gate entry into the village. This extended our historical timeframe, 

turned us into a year-round facility, and put Heritage Park on the world stage as the largest living 

history museum in Canada. 

During Alida’s tenure, growth and development of Heritage Park was exceptional. Notable projects 

include the addition of the Montefiore Institute, the relocation and expansion of the Canmore Opera 

House and getting the newly restored electric streetcar system back on track. The cornerstone of 

Heritage Park’s 50th anniversary celebrations was the opening of The Famous 5 Centre of Canadian 

Women. Under Alida’s leadership, Heritage Park developed its first travelling exhibit, Journey of 

a Lifetime, which reached Canadians from coast to coast. And finally, before she left, Alida was 

instrumental in developing the Natural Resource Area restoration and new infrastructure, set to 

open over the next two years.  

Alida is a champion of tourism and hospitality, and her contributions have been well recognized. She 

was the recipient of the Mayors’ White Hat Award, the Calgary Awards for community achievement 

in Heritage, and winner of an ALTO ambassador award, plus she led her team to win 56 other 

awards of excellence and achievement. We are lucky she chose Heritage Park as the last stop on 

her professional journey.

To thank Alida, the Park will name the gardens at the Famous 5 Centre of Canadian Women in her 

honour.

We

SAY ‘SO LONG’
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RO N  C A REY

ON NOVEMBER 3 ,  2019 ,  Heritage Park lost a great friend and benefactor, Mr. Ron Carey. Ron 

passed away tragically while participating in an antique car rally in the United Kingdom, an activity 

he loved. If not for Ron, Gasoline Alley Museum would not exist as it was built to house a massive 

collection of vehicles, gas pumps and other paraphernalia that he had been collecting and carefully 

restoring over many years. Ron was an integral part of the design and construction of the museum 

which opened in 2009. 

Ron was a special guest at our 10th anniversary celebrations in April 2019. Ron was happy to see all 

of the families who came to enjoy the day and thanked the Park and donors for their contributions 

to Gasoline Alley and the “It’s About Time” capital campaign. On December 9, the community came 

together with Ron’s family to remember him, and to celebrate his legacy and love for the motor 

vehicle. We will remember you always, Ron.

“This is a legacy that’s going to stand for a long time. A lot of people wanted my collection or parts 
of my collection and I’ve seen a lot of private museums started up. This stuff goes to them and a 
few years later they go broke and this stuff all disappears. This way this stuff could be here for a 
hundred years from now, and I really hope it is.”  – Ron Carey

We

REMEMBER
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RI C K SMITH

ON JULY  4 ,  we lost long-time Heritage Park friend, Rick Smith. Rick was a huge (and tall!) 

presence at the Park from 1971 to 2005, where he filled many roles including General Manager from 

1982–2004 and Foundation Executive Director until September 2005.

Rick developed some unique initiatives over the years, such as the daily free breakfast and the 

Friends of Heritage Park program to promote the Park through chuckwagon racing. He was an avid 

collector of velvet paintings, even creating an annual fundraising event to display his collection. 

An ardent promoter of Western Canadian culture and heritage, Rick fostered a collaborative and 

community spirit at the Park. He also volunteered with the Calgary Stampede, Tourism Calgary and 

the Bar U Ranch National Historic Site, to name but a few. Among the many awards Rick received 

were the Western Legacy Award, Alberta Tourism Ambassador Award and a Mount Royal University 

Lifetime Distinguished Achievement Award.
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H ERITA G E PA RK S O C I ETY 
WE ANTICIPATED THAT  the Park would recoup most (but not all) of the 22% lost summer gate 
attendance from 2018, when the Moyie was not able to sail. But due to other factors such as a 
continued downturn in the Alberta economy and road construction at the 14th Street entrance that 
created barriers for guests, the Park saw only a 7% increase. Despite that, we ended the year with a 
decent surplus thanks to the kind generosity of a few key donors, who collectively added $1 million 
to our operating coffers. 

We

COUNT

SUMMER ATTENDANCE REBOUNDED  by 7% in 2019. 
Catered and ticketed events saw a 6% increase, and school 
programs saw more than 64,000 kids of all ages enjoy our 
offerings—a near record number, second only to 2016. 
Overall, our attendance went up 5% from the prior year.
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FOUNDATION INVESTMENT BALANCE [000s]
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TH E H ERITA G E PA RK FO U N D ATI O N 
The investment had a good year in 2019 as compared with the prior year, with just over $1M in total 
gains (a 14% increase in market value). This, coupled with strong results for Shindig and the final 
Hays Breakfast allowed the Foundation to contribute $261K in operating funds to the Society.

The information presented is unaudited and taken from the complete financial records of  
Heritage Park Society and The Heritage Park Foundation. 

To view detailed statements for both organizations, please go to:

THE HERITAGE PARK FOUNDATIONHERITAGE PARK SOCIETY

Investments
$8,279,712

Collection Assets
$1,131,610Liabilities

$162,249

Reserves & Endowment
$9,292,023

Cash & Accounts Receivable
$42,950

BALANCE SHEET

https://www.heritagepark.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/HeritageParkFoundation2019.pdf
https://www.heritagepark.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/HeritageParkSociety2019.pdf
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IN  2019 ,  1 ,687  VOLUNTEERS CONTRIBUTED 72 ,913  HOURS TO  THE  PARK.  This 
equals more than 40 full-time positions. Volunteers enthusiastically participated in a variety of 
activities, from greeting school buses, to being Plaza Ambassadors, to educating our guests in 
interpretive sites and ensuring safety at train crossings during Day Out With Thomas and Harvest 
Sale. Some took part in off-Park community events, providing support for Retail and Marketing 
initiatives and showcasing Special Events. And our two boards and all committees are strictly 
volunteers.

We introduced additional efficiencies into our already efficient volunteer recruitment and 
management program. A new online portal was a success, and by fall, about 85% of volunteer 
applicants were using it, saving staff hours, paper and postage costs.

Individually registered volunteers continue 
to make a significant contribution to Park 
operations. Of these, 48% are considered our 
core volunteers who contributed 85% of the 
core hours. A highly dedicated group of 18 
volunteers contributed 11,602 hours. That’s 
1% of our roster of wonderful volunteers 
completing 15% of total hours.

Heritage Park would be nothing without our 
volunteers. And we thank them whole-heartedly.

Interpretation
39%

Governance
14%

Fund 
Development

2%
Marketing

3%

Facilities & 
Maintenance 

6%

Food 
Services 

2%

Human 
Resources

1%

Special Events
32%

Security
1%

VO LU NTEER H O U RS  BY D EPA RTMENT

We

LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS

JOIN OUR AMAZING TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS!

https://www.heritagepark.ca/join-our-team/volunteer-information
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Heritage Park is a registered charity and Canada’s largest living history museum. Your 
support allows us to preserve and present Western Canadian heritage and culture. Thank you 
to all of our supporters who gave generously to Heritage Park Society and The Heritage Park 

Foundation. A special thank you to our many anonymous donors in all categories. 

PARTNERS IN HISTORY
$100,000+
Jim & Patricia Burns
Maurice & Nicole McCaig
Kim Sarjeant

$50,000+
ECCO Recycling & Energy 

Corporation

$25,000+
Alberta Museums Association
Big Rock Brewery Inc.

$10,000+
Alberta Motor Association
Calgary Produce Marketing 

Association
Canadian Pacific Railway Company
CIBC
Shell Canada Limited

$5,000+
ATCO Gas
Engineered Air
Dick & Lois Haskayne
Hotchkiss Family Charitable 

Foundation
McCarthy Tétrault LLP

$500+
Larraine Andrews
Henry & Norma Astle
Leigh Blakely
Cascade Vans & Interiors Ltd.
Mavis Clark
James Cole
Comtaz Communications Inc.
Paul Corbett & Alida Visbach
Peter & Cathy Domenjoz
Brian & Kate Gallen
James Gardiner
Richard & Marg Harrop
Robyn Hay
Brian & Sandy Heninger

William & Marijke Jalink
Karen Jennings
Keepin’ It Country Line Dance Club
Ron & Barbara Law
Philip & Harriet Libin
Alison Love
Rick Lyle
L. W. (Lou) MacEachern
Karen Marcotte
Marsh & McLennan Companies
Peter & Adele McKeen
Linda McNally
Ken & Lyn McNeill
Robert Millar & Stella Thompson
Brian & Susan Mills
Bruce & Janis Morrison
Graydon & Dorothy Morrison
National Motor Coach Systems Ltd.
Cindy Neufeld
Nifty Fifty’s Ford Club
Payworks
Andrew Povey
May Pringle

We

THANK YOU

WHITE HAT  
AWARDS 

Mayor’s White  
Hat Award: 

Ellen Gasser

CALGARY’S  
CHILD  

MAGAZINE
Parent Choice 

Awards:

Best Tourist  
Family  

Attraction
Honourable  

Mention

Best Museum  
for Families
Honourable  

Mention

Best Family 
Halloween  

Event
Winner

R E C E I V E 
A W A R D S  

We
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Ed Rachynski
William Schultz
Margaret Southern
Brian & Patricia Stevenson
Cheryl Syberden
The Barlow Family Foundation
The Calgary Foundation
Vogel LLP Lawyers
T. C. Whitehead
Brian Wildman

NATURAL RESOURCE CAMPAIGN
Allard Foundation
Alvin & Mona Libin Foundation
Walter & Irene DeBoni
Allen & Patti Hagerman
J & L Supply Co. Ltd.
Maurice & Nicole McCaig
Precision Drilling Corporation
The Petroleum History Society
William S. Herron Family 

Charitable Foundation

VINTAGE VETERINARY EXHIBIT
Alberta Beef Producers
Alberta Veterinary Laboratories 

Ltd.
Alberta Veterinary Medical 

Association
Ted & Lorna Clark
Kelsey Clark & Christie Barron
Dr. Terrie Faber
G.K. Jim Farms
Keith Lehman
Pincher Creek Veterinary Clinic 

(2005) Ltd.
Nora Schmidt
Nancy Southern &  

Jonathan Asselin
Martha Toy
VCA Canada
Brian Wildman
Donald Wilson

EDUCATION & PROGRAMMING
$1,000+
The Alberta Knights of 

Columbus Charitable 
Foundation

Joe & Emma Anderson
Baher Family Fund at the 

Edmonton Community 
Foundation

Barry Community Trust
Gerry & Beverly Berkhold
Jim & Linda Brown
Calgary Shaw Charity Classic 

Foundation
Cheryl Cohen
Donald R. Seaman Foundation
Executive Millwork
Frank Fallwell
G. K. Jim Farms
Brian & Kate Gallen
Government of Canada
Hi-Hog Farm & Ranch 

Equipment
Andrew Kondi
Karla McDougall-Forster
Wayne McNeill
Nickle Family Foundation
Joyce Patten
Pembina Pipeline Corporation
Raymond James Canada 

Foundation
RBC Foundation
Rotary Club of Heritage Park
Kim Sarjeant
Bob & Anne Smyth
Alida Visbach & Paul Corbett
Rod Wade
Don & Sharon Watkins
Fanio & Leo z’l Wedro

HERITAGE CLUB
EMERALD — $2,500+
Gerry & Beverly Berkhold
Don & Marlene Campbell
Doug & Diane Hunter

DIAMOND — $2,000+
Dan & Kathy Hays
Betty Giles
Margaret Southern

PLATINUM — $1,000+
Joe & Emma Anderson
Robert R. Andrews

Henry & Norma Astle
Mary Barr
Walter & Gloria Chayka
Susan Church
Peter & Cathy Domenjoz
Brian & Kate Gallen
Richard & Marg Harrop
Dick & Lois Haskayne
John & Sonja Hind
Janet Kwong
L. W. (Lou) MacEachern
Ann McCaig
H & J McLean
Michael & Michele Mee
National Motor Coach Systems 

Ltd.
Diane Osberg
Ross & Robin Phillips
May Pringle
Joanne Schaefer
Wade & Cortney Schultz

GOLD — $500+
R. W. “Bill” Andrew
B. Beddome
Guy & Joan Blasetti
George Brookman
Alex & Wendy Campbell
Norma Carroll
Gordon Case & Susan Nelson
Change My Life Coaching
Michael Colborne
Joe & Evelyn Doolan
Wayne Dwyer & Lynn Woolston
Clem & Lynn Feldmeyer
Fraser Flamond
Tom & Annette Gillis
Stewart & Dianna Gossen
Cayley Gunn
Glenn Harrington &  

Angele Mullins
Rork Hilford
Larry & Tannis Holland
David & Bayla Jacobs
Jeanette King
Lorne & Pat Larson
James & Sara Lathrop
Ron & Barbara Law
Alison Love

Patricia Macleod
Allison Maher
The Maiers
Greg & Joanne Martin
R. Bruce McFarlane &  

Janice Heard
Ken & Lyn McNeill
Ray Mireault
Mark Gerlitz & Sharilyn Nagina
Carolyn S. Phillips
David & Ingrid Phillips
Millicent Pratt
Bob & Doreen Reid
Anne Marie Sande
Donald Seaman
Betty Sherwood
Lisa Silver
Ron & Helmi Switzer
Dave & Marion Wolff
Chad Zaharik

SILVER — $250+
Gary & Bobbie Callander
Arthur & Donna Crawford
Donna Desutter
Yu He
Pam Heard
Gudrun & Gerda Hesse
Gordon & Nancy Hoover
Sean & Cheryl James
Verne Kemble
Olive Kloepfer
Joel & Sally Lipkind
Gerard & Hedy Luijkx
Brian O’Ferrall
Robert & Irma Reid
Richmond Hill Wines Ltd.
Bill & Fern Robertson
Dave & Debbie Rodych
Mike & Helene Westren

HAYS BREAKFAST
PRESENTING SPONSORS
Dan & Kathy Hays
The Rob Peters Family

DONORS — $500+
Walter & Gloria Chayka
Larry & Janis Fichtner
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Jackie Flanagan
Brian & Kate Gallen
Rork Hilford
James Stanford
Darlene Switzer-Foster
Don & Sharon Watkins

GIFT-IN-KIND SPONSOR 
Gordon Food Service

ADOPTION PROGRAM
Jim & Linda Brown
C & B Advertising
Don & Marlene Campbell
Norma Carroll
Susan Church
Diverse Benefits & Financial 

Planning
Wayne Dwyer & Lynn Woolston
Betty Giles
Gordon Food Service 
Dick & Lois Haskayne
John & Sonja Hind
Netherlands Investment 

Company of Canada Limited
Dave & Debbie Rodych
Joan Snyder

CHRISTMAS IN ALBERTA 
SPONSORS
Alex & Wendy Campbell
Centre Street Insurance
Dick & Lois Haskayne
Larry & Tannis Holland
Jack Carter Chevrolet Cadillac 

Buick GMC
Olympia Trust Company

TABLE SUPPORTERS
Alcom Investments Ltd.
Gerry & Beverly Berkhold
BMO Bank of Montreal
Jim & Patricia Burns
Don & Marlene Campbell
Ken & BJ Janzen
Krawford Construction (2011) 

Inc.
Maurice & Nicole McCaig
Bruce McFarlane & Janice Heard

H & J McLean
Reid & Elizabeth McLean Wiest
National Motor Coach Systems 

Ltd.
Pacific Western Transportation
Wade & Cortney Schultz
Don Seaman
Joan Snyder
W. Brett Wilson

DONORS — $500+
Catherine Buchanan
M-E Squared Foundation
L. W. (Lou) MacEachern
Ann McCaig
Cal & Edith Wenzel

GIFT-IN-KIND
Audrey Mabee
Danielle Wenarchuk

SHINDIG 
PRESENTING SPONSORS 
ECCO Recycling & Energy 

Corporation
Highwood Distillers Ltd.
Raymond James Ltd.

SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
Dan & Kathy Hays
Safeway and Sobeys Inc.
Standard General Inc.

GIFT-IN-KIND SPONSORS 
Big Rock Brewery Inc.
Blue Grass Garden Centre
Canadian Linen and Uniform 

Service Co.
Coca-Cola Canada Bottling 

Limited
Evolution Presentation 

Technologies
Richmond Hill Wines Ltd.

TABLE SUPPORTERS
Alcom Investments Ltd.
ATCO Gas
Bow Valley Wealth Management 

Group

Canadian Linen and Uniform 
Service Co.

Diverse Benefits & Financial 
Planning

Lynne Fallwell
Betty Giles
Gordon Food Service 
Graham Transportation Ltd.
Hi-Hog Farm & Ranch 

Equipment
Karen Jennings
Krita Investments Ltd.
Lane Quinn Benefit Consultants 

Ltd.
Maglin Site Furniture Inc.
Allison Maher
Manulife Financial
Marmot Construction
Wayne McNeill
New Interiors Ltd.
Payworks
Prairie Merchant Corporation
Richmond Hill Wines Ltd.
Don Seaman
Shane Homes Ltd.
Joan Snyder
Stanley Swiatek
Truman Insurance Agency Inc.

MEMORY BENCH AND  
PICNIC TABLE DONORS
Donna Iverson
Jill Leiderman
Lori McKeage
Sandi Wiens
Tammy Wiens

IN MEMORY OF
$500+
Susan Church
Grant Stevens
AACJ Holdings Ltd.
Glen & Kari Meggs

ONCE UPON A CHRISTMAS
PRESENTING SPONSORS 
Canadian Natural Resources 

Limited
Safeway and Sobeys

SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
Bland Resources Ltd.
Jim & Linda Brown
Norma Carroll
Hank & Nel de Man
Wayne Dwyer & Lynn Woolston
Fountain Tire (Okotoks)
Betty Giles
Dick & Lois Haskayne
Karen Jennings
Alan & Geri Moon
Robert & Irma Reid
Joan Snyder

GIFT-IN-KIND SPONSOR 
Blue Grass Garden Centre

GIFT-IN-KIND
Roy Allen
Boft Fine Rugs Gallery
Calgary Economic Development
Canadian Pacific 
Wendy Cavers
Don & Barbara Christensen
Gerard Doeksen
Carol Hale
John Scott Motion Picture 

Animals Ltd.
Millie Nygren
Rangeland Truck & Crane Ltd.
David & Dianne Richards
Virginia Schultz
Eszter Simon-Berci
Jean Slemko
Catherine Smith
Bill & Karen Spencer
Brian Stroick
Taylor Family Foundation
Stephen Trimble

BEQUESTS
Estate of Fred Kreitzer
Estate of Arthur George Hall
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H E R I T A G E  P A R K  S O C I E T Y
M I S S I O N  STATEM ENT

Connecting People with the Settlement of Western Canada and Preserving our Culture and Heritage.

V I S I O N
To be recognized as Canada’s leading living history museum.

Western Canada is defined as the geographic area bordered by the Manitoba/Ontario border on the East, the interior of British 
Columbia on the West, the tree line in the North and the Canada/U.S.A. border in the South.

PATRONS
The Honourable  

Lois E. Mitchell  
Lieutenant Governor of 
Alberta

The Honourable  
Rachel Notley

	 Premier of Alberta  
[to April 2019]

The Honourable  
Jason Kenney 
Premier of Alberta 
[at April 30, 2019]

His Worship 
	 Mayor Naheed Nenshi 
	 Mayor of The City of Calgary 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David Rodych, Chair
Margriet Kiel, Vice-Chair
David Sane, Secretary/Treasurer
Phil Barnett
Victoria Calvert
Mark Gerlitz
Brittney LaBranche
John MacAulay  

[at Sept. 26, 2019]
Roger Straathof
Scott Weiler
Randy Williams

MANAGEMENT
Alida Visbach 
	 President/Chief Executive 

Officer

Lisa Barrett [to Jan. 31, 2019] 
	 Head of Fund Development 

Rob Cook 
	 Director, Protection Services

Julie Copland-Stene  
[to May 23, 2019]

	 Manager Marketing &  
Special Events

Julie Frayn
	 Chief Financial Officer

Jeff Hodgson 
	 Director, Food Services

Sarah Hughes  
[at May 13, 2019] 
Director, Fund Development

Drago Krsmanovic
	 Director, Human Resources

Scott Matheson  
[at July 2, 2019] 

	 Director, Marketing & 
Communications

Rona McLeod 
	 Executive Assistant

Susan Reckseidler 
	 Director, Interpretation

Leighton Smyth
	 Executive Chef

Mike Walsh
	 Director, Retail Operations 

Bob Wyatt 
	 Director, Facilities & 

Maintenance

PAST CHAIRS
Joe Anderson
Jim Brown
Fred Callaway
Gord Case
Wayne Chodzicki, FCA
Bill Davis
Joe Doolan
Dan Gallagher

Brian Gallen
Jim Herbison, FCA
Dale Hoffman, FCA
Frank Nieboer
Robert Reid
Duane Wikant, FCA

MEMBERS
LIFE
Henry Astle
Theresa Berglund
Ken Bosma
Ward Brandow [d. May 24]
Jim Brown
Fred Callaway
Ron Carey [d. Nov. 3]
Norma Carroll
Gord Case
Wayne Chodzicki, FCA
Martin Cohos
Bill Davis
George Doerr
Joe Doolan
Dan Gallagher
Brian Gallen
Dick Haskayne, FCA
Jim Herbison, FCA
Dale Hoffman, FCA
Don Jacques
Paul Mastalir
Frank Nieboer
Susan Paddock
Joyce Patten 
Bob Pogue [d. July 22]
John Presley
Robert Reid
Doug Rogan
Dave Russell
Fong Seto [d. May 21]
Bill Shaw

Kinnaird Shaw
Eleanor Suddaby
Don Watson
Bob Welin [d. Mar. 15]
Duane Wikant, FCA
Marion Wolff

SPECIAL
Mary Barr
David Bissett
Bob Brawn
Don Campbell
Marlene Campbell
Shon Carey
Ross Glen
Lois Haskayne
M. Ann McCaig
Maurice McCaig
Dr. Don Moore
Joan Snyder
Don Taylor
Ruth Taylor
Cal Wenzel

ACTIVE
Gordon Anderson
Joe Anderson
Phil Barnett
Leslie Bissett
Peter Brodsky
Michael Brown
Victoria Calvert
Susan Church
Susan Costello
Wayne Dwyer
Brian Frank
Lara Gaede
Mark Gerlitz
Stewart Gossen
Jonathan Hanna
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Lorne O’Reilly, Chair
Walter Wakula, Vice-Chair
Allison Maher,  

Secretary/Treasurer
Joseph Anderson 
John Iredale

PAST CHAIRS
Brenda Barootes
Wm. P. Davis
Joe Doolan
Brian Gallen
Stewart Gossen
John Houghton
Alan Moon
John Smeeton
Duane E. Wikant

ACTIVE MEMBERS
Joe Anderson
Phil Barnett
Jim Brown
Victoria Calvert
Gordon Case
Wayne Chodzicki, FCA
Keith Crowder
Dinesh Dattani
Wayne Dwyer
Terry Gale
Mark Gerlitz
Sheila Gurevitch
John Iredale
Cheryl James
Roger Jarvis

Gary Jennings
Margriet Kiel
Brittney LaBranche
Joe Lougheed
Allison Maher
Gail McDougall
Linda McNally
Lorne O’Reilly
Dave Rodych
David Sane
Kim Sarjeant
Roger Straathof
Walter Wakula
Scott Weiler
Randy Williams
Bennett Wong

LIFE MEMBERS
Brenda Barootes
Fred Callaway
Norma Carroll
James Conklin
Joe Doolan
Dan Gallagher
Brian Gallen
Stewart Gossen
Dick Haskayne
John Houghton
Alan Moon
Duane Wikant 

Dan Hays
Kathy Hays
Karen Jennings
Mike Kerr
Maggie Kiel
Brittney LaBranche
Alison Love
John MacAulay
Michael McCreadie
Jay McKeen
Peter McKeen
Dustin Nelson
Judy Rea
Dave Rodych
David Sane
Kim Sarjeant
Garry Saunders
Rick G. Smith
Roger Straathof

David Tetrault 
Donald Watkins
Scott Weiler
Randy Williams
Lynn Woolston

COMMITTEES
AUDIT, FINANCE & RISK
David Sane, Chair
Lara Gaede
Margriet Kiel
Allison Maher
Lorne O’Reilly*
Dave Rodych*
Roger Straathof
David Tetrault
Don Watkins
Scott Weiler

GOVERNANCE & NOMINATING
Victoria Calvert, Chair
Keith Crowder
John Iredale
Mike Kerr
Lorne O’Reilly*
Dave Rodych*

HEALTH, SAFETY & 
ENVIRONMENT
Randy Williams, Chair
Susan Costello
Brian Frank
Michael McCreadie
Dustin Nelson
Lorne O’Reilly*
Dave Rodych*
Garry Saunders
Rick G. Smith
Walter Wakula*

HUMAN RESOURCES
Phil Barnett, Chair
Victoria Calvert
Maggie Kiel
Dave Rodych*

ADVISORY
HISTORICAL, INTERPRETIVE,  
& EDUCATION
Brittney LaBranche, Chair
Norma Carroll
Jonathan Hanna
Dave Rodych*
Kim Sarjeant
Donald Watkins
Marion Wolff
*Ex Officio

T H E  H E R I T A G E  P A R K  F O U N D A T I O N
M I S S I O N  STATEM ENT

Ensure and support the long-term success of Heritage Park.
Through a dedicated Board of Trustees, the Foundation maintains and encourages the growth of a  

substantial base of funds in support of the ongoing purposes of the Park.

In their memory we honour the Patrons, Life, Active and Committee members, volunteers and staff who are no longer  
with us, and whose contributions helped lay the foundation on which we continue to build. 

With deepest respect, we remember.
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