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Building Connections to Our Past  

Program Description: This activity-centered program begins with a tour of our Historical Village, where 

students discover how people in the prairies built their homes, and embraced new materials, tools and 

methods of construction. Students will then design their own personalized quilt block, build a model log cabin 

following a blueprint and use old-fashioned tools to make their own wooden toy to take home. 

Grade(s): Grade 3, Grade 4 

Program of Studies Connections: 

Grade Subject Organizing Idea Learning 
Outcomes 

Knowledge Understandings 

3 Science Matter: 
Understandings of 
the physical world 
are deepened by 
investigating 
matter and energy. 

Students 
investigate and 
analyze how 
materials have 
the potential to 
be changed. 

Processed materials are 
modified from natural 
materials and do not 
occur in nature. 
 
Processed materials are 
designed and 
manufactured for a 
specific purpose. 
 
First Nations 
communities interact 
with natural materials for 
specific purposes, such 
as teepees. 

Materials can be 
used in their natural 
form or processed 
to create new 
materials. 

3 Science Energy: 
Understandings of 
the physical world 
are deepened by 
investigating 
matter and energy. 

Students 
investigate and 
explain how 
forces affect the 
movement of 
objects. 

A force is a push or pull 
on an object resulting 
from an interaction with 
another object. 
 
Contact forces occur 
between objects that 
touch each other. 
 
Contact forces include 
forces that are 
• applied by a person or 
an object on another 
object (applied) 
• caused by objects, 
surfaces, or substances 
sliding against each 
other (friction) 
• applied by pulling on a 
string or rope connected 
to an object (tension) 

Forces can affect 
properties and 
movement of 
objects in different 
ways. 
 
Simple machines 
can change the 
strength and 
direction of forces. 
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• caused by a 
compressed or 
stretched object or 
spring (elastic or spring) 
 
The direction of forces 
applied to objects can be 
described as 
• upward 
• downward 
• from the left 
• from the right 
• from both sides 
• from all directions 
 
Changes to an object’s 
movement when a force 
is applied include 
• changing speed 
• starting 
• stopping 
• changing direction 
 
The effort needed to 
move objects is reduced 
by simple machines, 
such as  
• levers  
• wheels  
• inclined planes 

3 Social 
Studies 

Time and Place: 
Exploring the 
dynamic 
relationships 
between people, 
place, and time 
supports 
understanding of 
perspectives and 
events to make 
meaning of the 
world. 

Students relate 
diversity to 
Alberta’s western 
identity. 

Early settlers faced 
challenges related to 
isolation, unfamiliar 
environments, and 
language and culture 
barriers. 
 
Settlers responded to 
the Canadian 
government’s offer of 
free or inexpensive 
farmland in the land now 
known as Alberta. 

Settlers contribute to 
the diversity and 
identity of Alberta. 

3 Social 
Studies 

Systems: Evaluating 
processes and 
structures of 
organizations 
builds 
understanding of 
decision making in 
the world. 

Students 
examine natural 
resource use in 
Alberta. 

Settlement in Alberta 
has been influenced by 
the location of natural 
resources. 
 
Economic development 
in Alberta can be 
influenced by availability 
of natural resources. 
 

Natural resources 
can influence 
development in a 
region. 
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3 Social 
Studies 

Citizenship: 
Understanding 
local, national, and 
global issues 
empowers 
individual and 
collective action 
toward an inclusive 
society. 

Students explore 
civic actions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individuals can 
participate in community 
events that contribute to 
the quality of life of self 
and others. 
 
 
 
 

Being an active 
citizen is important 
to building a 
stronger society. 

3 Physical 
Education 
and 
Wellness 

Safety: A lifetime of 
optimal well-being 
is supported by 
prioritizing health 
and safety. 

Students 
investigate and 
explain safety 
and its 
correlation to 
health. 

Proactive planning 
includes 
• wearing appropriate 
and protective gear 
• awareness of 
instructions and 
guidelines 
 
Specific rules or 
guidelines can 
• determine a course of 
action 
• prevent accidents 
• protect safety of self 
and others 

Safety involves 
prevention that 
requires proactive 
planning. 
 
Rules and guidelines 
can promote safety 
in various contexts. 

3 Math Number: Quantity is 
measured with 
numbers that 
enable counting, 
labelling, 
comparing, and 
operating. 

Students 
interpret 
fractions in 
relation to one 
whole. 

The same fraction can 
represent 
• equal parts of one 
whole length, shape, or 
object 
• equal groups of one 
whole quantity 
• equal parts of each 
equal group in one whole 
quantity 
 
Fraction notation, (a/b), 
relates the numerator, a, 
a number of equal parts, 
to the denominator, b, 
the total number of 
equal parts in the whole. 
 
Equal numerators or 
equal denominators can 
facilitate the comparison 
of fractions. 

Fractions can 
represent part to 
whole relationships. 
 
A unit fraction 
describes the size of 
the equal parts of a 
fraction. 

3-4 Art Reflection Assessment: 
Students will 
assess the visual 
qualities of 
objects. 

Form should follow 
function.  
 
Durability influences the 
function of an object.  
 
Materials should be 
used honestly.  
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Materials influence the 
form and function of an 
object. 

3-4 Art Expression Media and 
Techniques: 
Students will use 
media and 
techniques, with 
an emphasis on 
mixing media. 

Explore wood relief 
using fastening 
techniques such as 
nailing and gluing, and 
finishing techniques 
such as sanding and 
staining. 

 

4 Science Computer Science: 
Problem solving 
and scientific 
inquiry are 
developed through 
the knowledgeable 
application of 
creativity, design, 
and computational 
thinking. 

Students 
examine and 
apply design 
processes to 
meet needs. 

Design processes 
include 
• understanding the 
problem 
• forming ideas 
(ideating) 
• planning 
• creating 
• analyzing 
• testing 
•troubleshooting 
 
Artifacts are objects or 
products made by 
humans, machines, or 
computers through the 
process of design. 
 
Design can produce 
many artifacts, 
including 
• models 
• blueprints 
• objects 
 
Design can deal with 
complex problems. 
 
Availability of materials 
and costs are 
considerations in design. 

Design involves 
processes that can 
transform ideas into 
artifacts that 
meet needs. 

4 Science Matter: 
Understandings of 
the physical world 
are deepened by 
investigating 
matter and energy. 

Students 
investigate the 
management of 
waste. 

Methods of waste 
management that 
can reduce negative 
environmental 
impacts include 
• reusing 
• recycling 
• repurposing 
• repairing 

Responsible 
methods of waste 
management can 
reduce negative 
environmental 
impacts. 

 

 


