
F O R  T E A C H E R S

We hope you enjoy the Park and learning about the exciting and 
interesting history of Western Canada!

PLEASE READ – IMPORTANT INFORMATION

We have the following information and suggestions to help make your day at Heritage Park an enjoyable learning experience.

►	 Please ensure that all adult supervisors receive their scavenger hunt questions and answer key. They cannot be provided at the Park.

►	 There are three versions of the hunt provided for both Grade sections. Each version has a different set of questions and starts at a 
different section of the Park. If you have a large group, we suggest that you use all three of the hunts. Dividing the groups prevents too 
many students arriving at the same place at the same time. There can also be many schools at Heritage Park doing the same scavenger 
hunts.

►	 Since each hunt has different questions and sites to visit, groups can share and discuss what they learned on their hunt back at school.

►	 Completing the scavenger hunt is secondary to exploring the Park and learning about early life in Western Canada. The focus should 
not be to just get the answers and run to the next site. Students are welcome and encouraged to explore each area completely before 
moving on. The hunt is just a sampling of each area so there is much more to explore.

►	 All the answers can be found on the interpretive signs beside the site and/or in the answer key provided. Park interpreters are there to 
assist but not to give the answers. Nor should the answer be given to them by the adult volunteer until the students have attempted to 
do so first.

►	 Keep in mind time needed for lunch and for free time you wish to include in your day. If you want all your students to come together for 
lunch, pick a central area to meet.

►	 Each hunt takes approximately 3 hours to complete. The Park is large and it takes time to walk through the hunt. If this is too long, an 
alternative may be to shorten the hunt by having groups answer only one question per site. Adjust the hunt according to your needs. 
Consider how much time you have and what you wish to accomplish before your visit. Communicate this to all adult volunteers. This 
will result in a more enjoyable and productive day. 

►	 A Park map can be found on our website at www.heritagepark.ca/plan-your-visit or picked up at the Park entrance. A map will be 
necessary to completing the Scavenger Hunt in an efficient and timely manner. 

Living History 
Scavenger Hunt



A N S W E R  K E Y

Using your Heritage Park map, begin your hunt—have fun!

IMPORTANT: Most of the answers to the questions can be found on the interpretive signs outside of the sites, and all of the answers 
are contained in this key. Park interpreters are there to assist but not to give the answers. For the best experience, the students 

should find the answers themselves.

Grade 6+: Living History 
Scavenger Hunt #3

STOP 2: THE SETTLEMENT
1860s FIRST NATIONS ENCAMPMENT AND FUR TRADING FORT 
& 1880s PRE-RAILWAY SETTLEMENT
Our Lady of Peace Catholic Mission - Map #69
►	 What style was this mission building modeled after? Who built it? It was built in the style of a Metis hivernant cabin by Alexis Cardinal.
►	 Who was in charge of the mission from 1873 - 1875? Father Constantine Scollen.
►	 The Notre Dame de la Paix Roman Catholic Mission eventually became which current church in Calgary? St. Mary’s Cathedral in Calgary 

is descended from the original mission.

Boundary Marker – In front of the Wolfe & McVittie Cabin, Map #72
►	 Dominion Land Surveyors divided the prairies and parklands of Western Canada into square-mile parcels. 
►	 Twenty-seven million acres were surveyed in 1883

STOP 1: THE RANCH
1910 PRAIRIE MIXED FARM - Map #62
►	 Many homesteads did not have trees, and milled lumber was expensive and not readily available. What building material did settlers 

use to build their homes, barns, and other outbuildings? Find this building. Settlers used prairie sod to build their homes. The sod was 
cut into rectangular pieces and stacked grass side down. Sod was also used to construct other buildings that were required like barns 
and chicken coops. There were upwards of one million sod buildings on the prairies at the height of their use.

►	 Which animal was most important for assisting with cultivation? Horses and oxen were needed by settlers to help cultivate their land. 
Settlers purchased quarter section (160 acre) homesteads from the government for $10.00. This was a good deal, but to keep their land 
they were required to cultivate 10 acres of land a year for the first three years. If they did not accomplish this task, they would forfeit 
their land and buildings. Have a look at the grain field by the ranch. It is one acre in size. Now imagine plowing 160 acres of prairie sod 
by hand! It would still be hard work with draft animals like horses and oxen, but impossible without them.

►	 Many farms at the turn of the century were called mixed farms because they raised crops and animals. List some of the crops and 
animals they may have had on their farms. Answers will vary. Some examples: Crops - Wheat, oats, barley, rye, flax. Animals - horses, 
cows, pigs, sheep, chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese.

►	 Settlers grew large gardens. What did they have to calculate in the spring when deciding how much to plant? Students will need to 
consider what life was like on the homestead. They were self-sufficient as they were usually a considerable distance from neighbours. 
They did not have phones and transportation was by horse - which was slow. They did not have grocery stores to purchase any 
shortages from. Given this understanding, what did they need to consider? Seed was sowed in the spring and harvested in the fall. The 
vegetables harvested at this time needed to last until the next fall – a whole year later. It was necessary to calculate how much food 
was required for the number of people living on the homestead for a full year. They also needed to consider what to plant. Without 
refrigerators, food preservation was a consideration. For instance, root plants like carrots, parsnips, and potatoes are stored well in root 
cellars. Lettuce was enjoyed for a short time only as there was no way to preserve it. Canning and pickling were used to preserve many 
kinds of fruits and vegetables.



HUNT AND SPEAK GAME LIVINGSTON TRAIL
To occupy the students on the walk along Livingston Trail to the Park exit, we have provided a Hunt and Speak game to play. A combination 
of eye spy and problem solving, it will bring the long walk to life.
►	 Which group of people used to pack their belongings and travel great distances across the prairies following the bison? A: First Nations 

travelled a circuit each year following the migrating buffalo herds. How many tipis are in their encampment?
►	 Look at the road you are walking on. It is similar to roads that settlers would have travelled except they would not have had gravel. 

What challenges do you think using such roads would have posed for the settlers? A: The dirt roads became quagmires when there 
was lots of rain. Ruts were created by the wagons and made the roads bumpy and hard to navigate. This often-caused wagon wheels to 
break. It was not a comfortable way to travel!

►	 How many horses can you see? A: Number will vary
►	 How many windmills can you see? A: There are two. One is used to pump water - it is at the Ranch – Map 58. The second is the blue and 

white windmill on the hill by Prospect Ridge, Map # 9. This mill was used to grind grain.
►	 What Engine number is on the train that is running today? A: 2024 or 2023
►	 One of the horse pasture fences has been constructed in a zig zag pattern. Known as a zig zag fence, it has also been named after a 

reptile. What reptile is it? A: This is also called a snake fence.
►	 Try to spot a piece of machinery that was used in road construction. What was its purpose? What powered it? A: Near the little green 

house (Nightingale Colony House, map #61) you will see a horse-drawn grader. Just like modern graders it was used to smooth the road 
surface and was pulled by 2 or more horses.

►	 The train engine needs to fill up with sand and water. Can you spot the two towers that contain sand and water? A: The towers are easy 
to spot. They are painted brown and stand next to the railway tracks close to the Carriage House.

►	 Why do you think trains need water? A: They are steam engines that require water which is heated to create steam. The steam pressure 
powers the trains pistons.

►	 Why do you think trains need sand? Consider how train wheels are constructed – are they smooth or do they have treads? A: Train 
wheels have hard smooth surfaces which do not grip the tracks. Sand on the track creates friction which helps them to go up hill. The 
engineer can control when and where the sand is used.

►	 Find the rooster weathervane. A: It is on top of the Carriage House (near the Famous Five House, map # 7
►	 What birds can you spot? A: Heritage Park is home to many birds. Some of the more common birds you may spot are ravens, crows, 

magpies, sparrows, and barn swallows. Keep an eye out for the raptors like eagles and hawks.
►	 This animal lives in the Park all year round – and changes colour with the seasons. Do you know which animal that is? Can you see any? 

A: The jack rabbit.
►	 Settlers did a lot of walking – just like you are doing now. What other modes of transportation did they use? A: Horses, mules, donkeys 

and oxen to pull wagons and/or ride; trains: and ships, boats and ferries.
►	 How many train stations can you see? A: There are three train stations in the Park. Depending on where you are, you can see one or 

more of the stations – Laggan - map #62, Midnapore – map #8 and Sheppard Station – map #51.

►	 Archibald W. McVittie lived in this cabin. 
►	 The familiar checkerboard pattern of the prairie fields is what remains visible as a legacy of the work of the Land Surveyors 

I.G. Baker & Company Store - Map #78
►	 The I.G. Baker & Company expanded into Western Canada from which country? The company came from the United States.
►	 The bull trains traveled on a route called the Trail to Fort MacLeod. You have likely traveled a portion of this same route. Do you know 

what that road is called today? It is the MacLeod Trail. Portions of the old route can still be walked and cycled today.
►	 Which company purchased the Canadian I.G. Baker & Company stores in 1891? The Hudson’s Bay Company purchased the I.G. Baker & 

Company stores in Canada.

STOP 3: PROSPECT RIDGE
TURN-OF-THE-CENTURY NATURAL RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
Warden’s Cabin - Map #18
►	 When was the Warden’s Service established? Why do you think such a service was needed? The service was established in 1909 to 

protect fish, wildlife, landscape and vegetation from the increasing number of visitors to the park after the completion of the railway.
►	 Wardens patrolled their districts year-round in all kinds of weather. What mode of transportation do you think they used? Wardens 

would have travelled by foot or on horseback in the warmer months and with snowshoes in the winter
►	 Trapper shacks were repurposed as early housing for Warden’s. What construction style was usually used?



TRANSPORTATION LIVINGSTON TRAIL
You may see several different types of transportation as you travel through the Park today.
►	 Steam train, paddle wheeler, horse drawn vehicles, antique trucks, steam tractor.

STOP 4: THE VILLAGE
1910 PRAIRIES RAILWAY VILLAGE
Montefiore Institute Synagogue - Map #26
►	 When was the synagogue built and who was it named after? The synagogue was built in 1910 and was named after Moses Montefiore, a 

European philanthropist.
►	 How many Jewish farm colonies were established across the prairies between 1887 and 1914? There were eleven colonies established 

during this time.
►	 The Montefiore Institute served many purposes for the Jewish homesteaders. Name these purposes. It was a synagogue, Hebrew school, 

and community center.
►	 What symbol can be seen on the outside of the building indicating that it is a Jewish synagogue? The Star of David.

Dentist Office – Located beside the Traders Bank of Munson, Map #52
►	 When did dentists begin to arrive on the prairies? Dentists began arriving west as soon as the railway was completed. The railway 

arrived in Calgary in 1883.
►	 What did the settlers do about toothaches before dentists arrived? There were only two choices – suffer the pain of a toothache or have 

the tooth pulled out without anesthesia. Blacksmiths, barbers, or pharmacists may have been called upon to extract the tooth because 
they had tools available to accomplish this task. Yikes!

►	 Before there were enough settlers to support a dental office, what did the dentists do to service their patients? Early dentists used to 
travel a circuit to surrounding communities to attend to patients.

►	 Do you recognize any of the equipment in this dental office? Answers will vary. There will be several items that will look familiar.

Airdrie House - Map #36
►	 These modest two-story houses replaced what type of housing for successful settlers? These homes made from milled lumber (meaning 

lumber produced from logs in a mill) replaced log shacks and soddies
►	 Which room was reserved for special occasions? Special occasions were held in the formal parlour.
►	 What year was the Airdrie House Built? The Airdrie House was built in 1906.
►	 Which business in Heritage Park was owned by one of the inhabitants of this house? Flett’s Blacksmith Shop was owned by Thomas 

Flett who lived in this house with his large family.

Cottage Hospital - Map #40
►	 Which two Calgary hospitals started out as cottage hospitals? The Holy Cross Hospital and the General Hospital both started as cottage 

hospitals.
►	 Who worked in the cottage hospital to look after the sick and injured? Nurses and volunteers worked at the hospital to attend to the sick 

and injured. Doctors performed surgeries.
►	 Where were surgeries performed? The surgeries were performed in the dining room with the patient lying on the dining table.
►	 Volunteers were important to the hospital’s running. One volunteer task was to wash an item that would be reused. Can you guess what 

you would be washing? Volunteers would be responsible for washing all the linen in the hospital. This included sheets and towels, but 
also the cloth bandages. Bandages were made from cotton fabric, washed vigorously in soap and hot water, and reused.

Dingman Discovery Well - Map #16
►	 What name was given to Diamond Valley (formerly Turner Valley) because of the bright gas flares that lit up the night sky? It was called 

“Hell’s Half Acre.”
►	 What year did Alberta experience their first petroleum boom? The first boom was in 1911.
►	 What global event caused investment in the oil industry to dry up causing the first boom to turn to a bust? The first bust was in 1914, 

caused by the start of WW1.


