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Sensational Discovery 

Program Description: Explore the Gasoline Alley Museum with your senses! Try to identify different parts of 

our vehicles while playing “I Spy, with my little eye” or discover textures at your fingertips. Make a grocery list 

by following your nose. Listen and identify the sounds on a busy street and create your own musical 

instrument. Join us for a series of activities designed to let you investigate our collection using your five 

senses. 

Grade(s): Kindergarten, Grade 1 

Program of Studies Connections: 

Grade Subject Organizing Idea Learning 
Outcomes 

Knowledge Understandings 

K English 
Language 
Arts and 
Literature 

Phonological Awareness: 
Foundational literacy is 
supported by the ability to 
identify and manipulate 
sounds in oral language. 

Children 
experiment with 
sounds in words. 

Sounds can be 
identified at the 
beginning, middle, 
or ending of 
words. 
 
Sounds can be 
identified at the 
beginning of 
words. 
 
Sounds can be 
identified at the 
ending of words. 

Words are made 
up of sounds 
(phonemes). 
 
Words have initial 
and final sounds 
(phonemes). 

K English 
Language 
Arts and 
Literature 

Conventions: 
Understanding grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation 
makes it easier to 
communicate clearly, to 
organize thinking, and to 
use language for desired 
effects. 

Children develop 
appropriate 
grammar in oral 
language and 
experiment with 
spelling and 
punctuation in 
written messages. 

Saying words 
slowly can help to 
hear individual 
sounds in 
words. 

Spelling includes 
writing the sounds 
heard in words. 

K Science Matter: Understandings of 
the physical world are 
deepened by 
investigating matter and 
energy. 

Children examine 
properties of 
objects. 

An object is 
anything that can 
be perceived by 
using one or more 
of the five senses. 
 
The five senses 
are 
• sight 
• touch 
• hearing 
• smell 
• taste 
 

Objects have 
identifiable 
properties. 
 
Objects may be 
similar in one or 
more properties 
and different in 
another property. 



2 
 

Properties are 
distinctive 
characteristics. 
 
Properties of 
objects that can 
be perceived by 
using one or more 
of the five senses 
include 
• colour 
• size; 
• shape 
• texture 
• temperature 
• sound 
• scent 
• taste 

K Science Earth Systems: 
Understandings of the 
living world, Earth, and 
space are deepened by 
investigating natural 
systems and their 
interactions. 

Children examine 
and describe 
surrounding 
environments. 

Environment 
refers to physical 
surroundings. 
 
Environments 
include plants, 
humans, and other 
animals. 
 
Environments 
include human-
made structures 
such as buildings 
and roads. 
 
Environments 
include land, 
water, and air. 
 
Environments can 
be explored by 
using the senses. 
 
Objects in 
environments can 
be natural or 
constructed by 
humans. 

Environments can 
be explored and 
wondered 
about. 
 
Environments are 
shared spaces that 
include a variety of 
objects. 

K Science Computer Science: 
Problem solving and 
scientific inquiry are 
developed through the 
knowledgeable 
application of creativity, 
design, and 
computational thinking. 

Children interpret 
instructions in 
various 
environments. 

Instructions are 
directions that can 
be followed. 
 
Instructions may 
be experienced in 
many different 
contexts, such as 

Following 
instructions can 
help people be 
safe, complete a 
task, and know 
what to do. 
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• home 
• learning 
environments 
• games 
• experiences in 
nature 
 
Instructions can 
be given in many 
ways and 
presented through 
• speaking 
• pictures 
• gestures 

K Mathematics Number: Quantity is 
measured with numbers 
that enable counting, 
labelling, comparing, and 
operating. 

Children 
investigate 
quantity to 10. 

Quantity can be 
represented by 
using 
• objects 
• pictures 
• words 
• numerals 
 
Quantity can be 
determined by 
counting. 

Quantity can be 
the number of 
objects in a set. 
 
A quantity is 
always counted by 
using the same 
sequence of words 
(counting principle: 
stable order). 
 
A quantity remains 
the same no 
matter the order in 
which the objects 
are counted 
(counting principle: 
order irrelevance). 
 
A quantity can be 
determined by 
counting each 
object in a set 
once and only 
once (counting 
principle: one-to-
one 
correspondence). 
 
The last number 
used to count 
represents the 
quantity (counting 
principle: 
cardinality). 
 
Any quantity of like 
or unlike objects 
can be counted as 
a set (counting 
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principle: 
abstraction). 

K Mathematics Number: Quantity is 
measured with numbers 
that enable counting, 
labelling, comparing, and 
operating. 

Children interpret 
compositions of 
quantities within 
10. 

Quantity can be 
arranged in 
various 
ways. 

A quantity remains 
the same no 
matter how the 
objects are 
grouped or 
arranged (counting 
principle: 
conservation). 

K Physical 
Education 
and 
Wellness 

Healthy Eating: A lifetime 
of optimal well-being and 
physical wellness is 
supported by prioritizing 
nutrition and healthy 
eating. 

Children explore 
how food 
connects to daily 
life. 

Food is what 
individuals eat or 
drink. 
 
Food can be 
obtained from 
markets, grocery 
stores, or directly 
from the land. 

Food provides 
energy that helps 
the body function 
and grow. 
 
Food can be 
obtained from a 
variety of sources. 

1 English 
Language 
Arts and 
Literature 

Text Forms and 
Structures: Identifying and 
applying text forms and 
structures improves 
understanding of content, 
literary style, and our rich 
language traditions. 

Students examine 
ways that 
messages can be 
organized and 
presented for 
different 
purposes. 

Messages can be 
shared in a variety 
of forms, including 
• pictures 
 
Environmental 
print includes 
signs, symbols, 
and words. 

Ideas and 
information 
can be organized 
by purpose, form, 
or structure. 

1 English 
Language 
Arts and 
Literature 

Oral Language: Listening 
and speaking form the 
foundation for literacy 
development and improve 
communication, 
collaboration, and 
respectful mutual 
understanding. 

Students develop 
listening and 
speaking skills 
through sharing 
stories and 
information. 

The volume, 
emotional quality 
(tone), and rate of 
speech (pace) can 
affect the meaning 
or clarity of a 
message. 
 
Listening involves 
maintaining 
attention and 
focus. 
 
Listening includes 
asking and 
responding to 
questions. 
 
Messages can be 
shared through 
sounds and words 
(verbally). 
 
 

Listening and 
speaking can be 
used to share 
messages in a 
variety of 
situations. 
 
Listening is an 
active process that 
supports 
understanding. 
 
Verbal and non-
verbal language 
can be used to 
communicate 
messages. 
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1 English 
Language 
Arts and 
Literature 

Writing: Ideas and 
information can be 
articulated accurately and 
imaginatively through the 
use of writing processes 
and an understanding of 
the author’s craft. 

Students create 
messages 
through the 
application of 
writing processes. 

Creative ideas can 
be clarified by 
adding words that 
describe things 
that can be seen, 
heard, smelled, 
tasted, or touched 
(sensory 
language) 

Creative 
expression 
can inspire 
imaginative 
thinking and fun. 

1 Science Earth Systems: 
Understandings of the 
living world, Earth, and 
space are deepened by 
investigating natural 
systems and their 
interactions. 

Students analyze 
environments and 
investigate 
interactions and 
changes. 

Information can be 
gathered from 
environments by 
using the senses. 

Environments are 
observed and 
understood by 
using the senses. 

1 Science Computer Science: 
Problem solving and 
scientific inquiry are 
developed through the 
knowledgeable 
application of creativity, 
design, and 
computational thinking. 

Students follow 
instructions and 
relate them to 
outcomes. 

Instructions are 
directions that can 
be followed and 
given in various 
forms, including 
verbal, audio, 
visual, and written. 

The form in which 
instructions are 
given may not 
affect the 
outcome. 

1 Science Scientific Methods: 
Investigation of the 
physical world is 
enhanced through the use 
of scientific methods that 
attempt to remove human 
biases and increase 
objectivity. 

Students engage 
in and describe 
investigation. 

Observations can 
be made by using 
the senses. 

Recording data 
helps ensure 
observations 
can be referenced 
in the future. 

1 Mathematics Number: Quantity is 
measured with numbers 
that enable counting, 
labelling, comparing, and 
operating. 

Students interpret 
and explain 
quantity to 100. 

A numeral is a 
symbol or group of 
symbols used to 
represent a 
number. 
 
Counting can 
begin at any 
number. 
 
Counting more 
than one object at 
a time is called 
skip counting. 

Quantity is 
expressed in 
words and 
numerals 
based on patterns. 
 
Quantity in the 
world is 
represented in 
multiple ways. 
 
Each number 
counted includes 
all previous 
numbers (counting 
principle: 
hierarchical 
inclusion). 
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A quantity can be 
determined by 
counting more 
than one object in 
a set at a time. 

 

 


