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History and present day. Far apart, yet forever 
intertwined, the past has inspired the technologies 
we see today and shaped who we are today, with  
a strong foundation of innovation and creativity. 

The connection between past and present comes together all year  
at Heritage Park as we welcome thousands of visitors and students  
to step into an immersive, historical experience. 

We bring to life the stories of diverse individuals and groups who have 
shaped the community we live in today and showcase the values we 
are living in this present moment. Because if there’s one common 
thread woven throughout the decades — it’s people and their stories. 

Land acknowledgement 
 
Heritage Park is located on Treaty 7 
territory where we respect the deep, 
historical connection to this land by the 
Blackfoot, Tsuut’ina, Îyârhe Nakoda, and 
Métis peoples. Heritage Park is a place 
where visitors come to learn about the 
history of all those who have gathered 
here, and where Indigenous people 
proudly share cultural traditions and  
tell stories about their rich heritage, 
history and attachment to the land.

Welcome to Heritage Park.

Community. 
It can be defined as a feeling of fellowship with  
others, as a result of holding common attitudes, 
interests and goals. It’s also a group of people 
sharing the same place or having some particular 
characteristic in common. 

Heritage Park shares the stories of those who have 
come before us and how they shaped this community. 
Whether that impact was social, political, industrial 
or through some other force, it’s about how our 
community changes and mirrors not only our history, 
but our current community as well.

Every year, we invite our guests to experience a 
collective of interpreters and volunteers who bring 
Heritage Park to life. They celebrate diversity and 
promote equity and inclusion for all those who come 
through the gates to the Historical Village. 

It’s the staff and volunteers who  
come together with visitors to fuel  
the experience. We would not exist 
without them, or you.

Lindsey Galloway
President and CEO, Heritage Park

Letter from the CEO

First 
opened in

1964



Innovation Crossing brings a  
dynamic learning experience 
 
Interactive and immersive, Innovation Crossing brings a look at 
energy and natural resources from the past, present and future. 
Innovation Crossing is a profound way to ensure stories from the 
diverse, energy-rich history of Southern Alberta are experienced, 
understood and remembered.

It could be the Indigenous nations proudly sharing 
cultural traditions and telling stories about their rich 
heritage, history and attachment to the land.

Or maybe it’s a closer look at how education has 
evolved over the decades. Sharing insights and 
technology shifts is an important part of the  
education of young people in our community.

In fact, Heritage Park is the biggest educator in 
Calgary outside of the Calgary Board of Education  
and Calgary Catholic School Districts. Last year, close 
to 42,000 students joined us to learn about our history 
and how it has shaped the community we live in today. 

It could be anything from experiencing an Indigenous 
gathering, exploring the “One Room School House” 
and wrapping your head around chalk and slate for 
lessons or “Plains, Trains and Immigrants” where 
students will participate in an interactive game, touring 
the Park to collect points related to their health, wealth 
and survival. 

Educate and Learn
We learn and grow  

through stories and experience. 
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Interactive 
learning: 
online 
and all 
year-round

 
Heritage Park 
is built around 
stories. Stories  
of people who 
created the 
community we 
live in today. 
Interactive and 
thought-provoking, 
StorySeeker 
launched in 
2022 as a way to 
connect the past 
with the present  
by interpreting 
stories of energy 
and natural 
resources. 

Stories from  
the Park
 
People and their stories came 
together in a new way with Stories 
from the Park, the Heritage Park 
podcast. The Park is filled with 
immersive experiences for the whole 
family and the podcast takes some 
of those experiences to the airwaves. 
Learn more about some of the 
stories you’ve heard while exploring 
the Park and discover the history of 
the people who shaped the earliest 
beginnings of Western Canada.

We learn 
and grow 
through 
stories and 
experience.

Listen to  
the Podcast

EDUCATE AND LEARN



485,463
VISITORS

40,655
Students

17,068
Members

833
Volunteers

48,040
Volunteer 

hours

5,000+
at  

Music in the 
Plaza

2022 Highlights
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Community Connections
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Gather.  
Connect.  

Celebrate.  
You’re always welcome. 

Gather. Connect. Celebrate.  
You’re always welcome. COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

A meeting place before you go for a walk around the Glenmore Reservoir. The backdrop for multi-generation 
family photos. A beautiful lunch at the Selkirk with food from local producers. Whatever experience you’re after, 
Heritage Plaza is a year-round community space with local shops, coffee, dining and more. 

Just as our guests span 
generations — so do 
our volunteers 
 
Ranging in age from 15 to 65+, 
volunteering at Heritage Park creates 
powerful connections in the community 
and lifelong memories. It can also be  
a family affair!

Mary and Gary Arthurs have been 
volunteering at Heritage Park since 
2016. From greeting school buses in 
the morning to volunteering at various 
events, they are constant reminders of 
how valuable our volunteer community 
is. And their community spirit is rubbing 
off! Their granddaughter Ella is also a 
volunteer at the Park when she’s not 
working at the Railway Café.

Forged Alberta opens to support local
 
At the heart of Calgary is a community of local entrepreneurs, makers and artisans 
and we want to support their efforts at Forged Alberta. The newly rebranded Forged 
Alberta (open year-round!) shines a light on Alberta businesses by exclusively carrying 
products locally made and designed in Alberta. Through this initiative, Forged Alberta 
will contribute hundreds of thousands of dollars back into the local economy. 

Forged Alberta is a 1,500-square-feet of space devoted entirely to 
locally made and designed products.

Plaza Mercantile 
 
Plaza Mercantile features 
hundreds of pieces and art  
and retail items from more 
than 35 western Canadian 
Indigenous artists, including  
a wide selection of books  
from Indigenous authors

Watch
the Video



Donors are at 
the heart of 
Heritage Park.p.8
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Donors are at the heart of Heritage Park. Together 
with their support, we set the scene for an experience; 
an experience that is fuelled by history and imagination. 
They help create the place where children laugh with 
delight and discovery, families learn together and 
history is authentically brought to life.

Support for the park — through events, 
direct donations and more — help us 
maintain tradition through a state of 
global change — yet another reminder 
of the deep connections between past and 
present coming together at Heritage Park.

Donors are at the heart  
of Heritage Park.YOUR IMPACT

$450,000 
 

to maintain and preserve the Park’s  
183 historic exhibits and 55,000 artifacts

$1.2 million 
 

to energize the park with  
programming that brings history to life

$277,000 
 

raised at community events

We are developing a rich, thoughtful historical experience with community support:

With your support, Heritage Park will continue to improve, as a unique living history museum, as one of Alberta’s 
top tourism attractions, and as a community builder. We’re excited to enhance the stories of our shared history 
and how they’re told—with new experiences, added fun, interactivity, and diverse voices.

$120,000 
 

to support educational programs

$625,000 
 

to support new exhibits at  
Innovation Crossing and the  
Veterinarian Practice 1905

$440,000 
 

to create an accessible rail car

Explore  
ways to give

Cocktails and Corsets April 2023



55,000+
artifacts

History is 
a powerful 
teacher.
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Growing Together
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History is a powerful teacher.
GROWING TOGETHER

History is a powerful teacher. And at Heritage Park, we’re always ready to learn and adapt. That’s why we partner 
with Indigenous community members and seek public input into our offerings. It’s also why we’re making our 
Village welcoming to more visitors by introducing barrier-free access to more of our attractions each year. 
Together, we’re embracing the future, even while we’re happily immersed in lessons from the past.

Increasing accessibility across Heritage Park
 
We recognize that the Village in Heritage Park is set between 1860-1920 which may 
present difficulties for those with physical disabilities or mobility challenges. We are 
continuously making improvements to the Village with the aim of making our exhibits 
more accessible to all our guests.

“A living museum, 
Heritage Park immerses 
people into a particular 
time and place through 
reenactment and 
recreation of various 
historical trades, 
buildings, experiences, 
events, lifestyles and 
characters.”
Sarah Edwards 
Director, Programming & Experiences

180+
historical  

structures
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Understanding and respecting Indigenous culture

 
Heritage Park is located on Treaty 7 territory where we respect the deep, 
historical connection to this land by the Blackfoot, Tsuut’ina, Îyârhe Nakoda, 
and Métis peoples. 

This is a place where visitors come to learn about the history of all 
those who have gathered here, and where Indigenous people proudly 
share cultural traditions and tell stories about their rich heritage, 
history and attachment to the land.

There is a continued opportunity to elevate the conversation and 
learnings around the Indigenous community and history and that  
work was showcased on National Indigenous Peoples Day,  
June 21, 2022. Heritage Park welcomed New Blood Dance, a 
production that shows Blackfoot history and traditions. There were 
two shows: one in the afternoon for school-aged children and one  
in the evening for the public.

Accessible railcar
The train at Heritage Park is one of the most popular attractions 
in the Village and we want everyone to have an opportunity to 
enjoy the ride. Designed and built right here at Heritage Park, 
a new accessible rail car was built in-house with our carpentry 
staff, using the frame from one of the last Morrisey, Fernie and 
Michel box cars still in existence. A solar-powered lift at the 
back will offer barrier-free access to the car. So not only are we 
making the train experience more accessible, but we’re keeping 
sustainability in mind, too!

Moyie dock
In true Calgary fashion, it came down to a race against the 
weather with the construction of the new Moyie dock last fall. 
With a higher maximum water level for the Glenmore Reservoir, 
the new dock became necessary to avoid rapid deterioration  
and potential movement during a flood event. After setting the 
new piles, crews were removing the construction barrier in a 
snow storm as the water froze around them. But it’s ready to go 
for summer 2023! The larger, safer dock will make access onto 
the Moyie much easier for guests at all times of year, even when 
water levels are low. 

Pathways and signage
Wayfinding is getting easier in the Village, both from a signage 
perspective and the pathway to get there. Prospect Ridge is one 
area in particular that saw significant pathway improvements. 
Switchbacks have reduced the steepness getting down to the 
area, making it safer and easier for more people to enjoy.
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Looking to the Future
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History isn’t 
one-dimensional.

History isn’t one-dimensional.  
It’s a dynamic and engaging way  

to learn and connect with our past.LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

History isn’t one-dimensional. It’s a dynamic and 
engaging way to learn and connect with our past.  
An immersive experience, we bring history to life 
across 127 acres. And we want to engage all of your 
senses as you explore the Park. 

From handling real objects from the past or talking 
in person to characters who played an instrumental 
role in creating the world we live in today…the Heritage 
Park experience is the real deal. And we’ll stay real.

Real and immersive also means evolving and 
expanding what we bring to the table. From more 
food options to new amusement rides, more evening 
events and adult-only activities…we want to give you 
more reasons to return more often.

Thank you to everyone who has connected and 
engaged with the Park over the last year. Your 
involvement and support is helping us ensure that 
every Calgarian has the opportunity to enjoy and 
experience all we have to offer…time and time again. 

“Heritage Park is a key 
cornerstone within the 
Calgary community for 
experience history and 
growing community, and 
has always relied on the 
generosity of those who see 
and support our vision.” 
Philip Calvert 
Chief Development Officer

  Ways to give 
 
Heritage Park is a registered charity that relies on the generosity of donors to continue offering memorable 
experiences to its guests. All donations to the Park, no matter their size, make a difference. Please give 
generously to the past that has shaped the life you enjoy today.

We invite you to visit heritagepark.ca/donate to learn of the different ways to give. 

For more information, please contact Heritage Park:

1900 Heritage Drive S.W.  
Calgary, AB, T2V 2X3

funddevelopment@heritagepark.ca  
403.268.8500

Charitable No. 11895 6457 RR0001

Explore  
ways to give



1900 Heritage Drive S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2V 2X3

403.268.8500 
funddevelopment@heritagepark.ca  
www.heritagepark.ca

Charitable No. 11895 6457 RR0001 


